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Sarven Wheel Company. 

It was while he was 
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John Muir 

as a young man, 

ca. 1 866. 

Photograph by 

Watkins. 

Copy of drawing 

of "Student 

Desk, scale 3 

inches per foot," 

by John Muir. 
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I WANDERED 

AFOOT AND 

ALONE, FROM 

INDIANA TO 

THE GULF OF 

MEXICO, WITH A 

PLANT-PRESS 

ON MY BACK, 

HOLDING A 

GENERALLY 

SOUTHWARD 

COURSE, UKE 

THE BIRDS 

WHEN THEY ARE 

GOING FROM 

SUMMER TO 

WINTER. 

-JOHN MUIR, 

The Yosem ite 

0NE 
beautiful spring eve
n i ng in In dian apo
lis, in  the year 1866, 
a young man paced 
n e r vo u s l y  o u t  i d e  
t h e  M e r r i l l  fa m i l y  
r e s i d e n c e  o n  t h e  
sout hwest corner or 
Alabama and M e r

" r i l l  s t ree t s .  I n  h i s  
hand, he clutched a 

' · . l e t t e r  o r  i n t roduc
t ion to  M iss Catha
r i n e  M e r r i l l  fro m 

· Dr. James D. Butler, 
professor at the n i
ve_rsity of Wisconsin .  

Miss Ca t h ar i n e ' s  
. ·n e p h ew, t e n -y e a r.
Jold Merri l l  Moores, 
' 
opened the door to 
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the curiously hesitant knock. When Merril l was grown, an 
e m i n e n t  l awye r a n d  c o n gressm a n  fro m  I n d i an a ,  h e  
recal led that first t ime he, h is aunt,  and h i s  mother meL 
John Muir: "A tall ,  sturdy man with blue eyes and a clear 
ruddy complexion as wel l  as handsome hair and beard . . . . 
He had a marked Scotch accent  and was obviously a work
ing man, but was plainly and neatly dressed; and he at once 
impre sed me as the handsomest man r had ever met ."  

Muir's characteristic shyness dropped away before Miss 
Merri l l ,  as h is o ld professor h ad assured h i m  i t  would .  
According to  Muir, Butler "took pains to  tell me how rare 
and good she was i n  heart and mind, and to assure me that 
at  fi rst s igh t a l l  bashfu l  m i sery wo uld van ish,  for none 
better than she knew tha t  'a  man's a man for a'  that . '  And 
so i t  proved. " I n  the parlor of the grac ious Ind ianapolis 
home a strong, loving friendship that would last tl1eir l ife
t imes took root between the  Moores, the Merri l l s ,  and 
John Muir. 

M
uir, who had written h i  sister Sarah that i n  
a socia l  s i tuat ion  " a  mud turt le  ups ide 
down o n  a ve lve t  o fa was as m uc h  a t  
home," found confidence to  tel l  h is  story 
to tl1ese eager l isteners. For starters, why 

had he come to I n dianapolis at  twen ty-eight years of age 
when he could have gone  anywhere? The experienced 
sawyer and inven tor had chosen fn cl ianapolis sight unseen, 
reasoning that this i mportant rai lroad center was sure to 
have machine shops. He also wan ted I ndianapolis for i ts 
oak, ash, and walnut trees, "being in the heart of one of 
the very richest forests of deciduous hard wood trees on 
the continent ."  Here, using his  mechan ical ski l ls  to earn 
his daily bread, he would have t ime left over to botanize in 
field and forest, giving substance to his secret dream of 
becoming another Alexander von H umboldt, explorer of 
the Cosmos. 

In I ndianapolis, Muir was a quick success. H ired by the 
prestigious firm of Osgood, Smith & Co. ,  one of the largest 
man ufact urers of carriage parts in America, he advanced 
in a single week from his  job in charge of a circular saw to 
supervisor of al l  the circular saw . His salary advanced too 
during those six days, from ten to eighteen dollars a week. 
He designed a device to produce automatically wooden 
hubs, spokes, and fel loes (exterior rims) for the Sarven 
wheel, the firm's most distinctive product, so that only the 
metal t i re had to be attached by hand. J uclson Osgood and 
Sam uel Smi th gave their  new sawyer a free hand in the 
shop and a raise to twen ty-five dol lars. His good fortune 
betrayed no h int  of tl1e "time of trouble" that would soon 
be upon him, a dreadful t ime that would lead directly to 
the turn i ng poi n t  i n  h is l ife. 

In h is belief that inventions should be the property of tl1e 
human race, Muir did not take out a patent. H is novel ideas 
were, he said, " inspired by the  Almighty. " He had been 
inventing ever since as a child in Scotland he had basked in 
h is grandfather's praise of his "improved" wheelbarrow. 
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After the M u i r  fam i ly emigrated to America i n  1 849 
when John was eleven, the inventions became the spring
board for h is escape from the drudgery of tl1e Wisconsin 
farm,  where h i s  self-righ teous father worked h i m  l i ke a 
h orse from fou r  i n  t h e  morn i ng u n t i l  n i n e  a t  n i g h t .  
Winters, o f  course, were the worst t ime o f  t11e year. John 
pleaded to stay up after me fami ly wen t  to bed in  order to 
have time for h imself, but his father forbade any activity 
that did not directly profit  farm labor. Eventually, impor
tuned to exasperation, father Muir told John he could get 
up as early as he l iked, provided he did not fal l  asleep on 
the job next day. 

That winter eveni ng, John went  to bed at n ine. He woke 
sudden ly at one o ' cl ock in t h e  m o rn ing .  " I n  ' the glad, 
tumul tuous exc i te m e n t  of  so much suddenly acq u i red 
time-wealth," tl1e teenage boy ran clown to the frosty cellar. 
H e  w a n t e d to m ak e  a se l f-
setting sawmil l .  

N e e d i n g  t o o l s ,  he m ad e  
bradawls, punches, and com
p asses o u t  of w i re a n d  o l d  
fi l e s ,  a n d  a fi n e- tooth  saw 
from a str i p of  corse t  steel .  
When the sawm i l l  wa ready, 
he dammed up a small creek 
and "proved" h is mach ine. 

N e x t  the boy i n ven ted a 
wooden c l o c k  " t h a t  looked 
more l ike a sawmil l . "  The new 
gadget told the hours, m i n
utes, seconds, and days; i t  l i t  
fi res at dawn and a lamp at 
sunset .  The t imep iece " l i ke 
tl1e nest of Burns's wee mous-

In the parlor 
of the gracious 
Indianapolis home 
a strong, loving 
friendship that 
would last their 
lifetimes took root 
between the Moores, 
the Merrills, and 
John Muir. 

ie," he wrote, "cost me mony a weary whittling n ibble. "  John 
kept playing with his invention unti l  he turned i t  in to an 
amusing alarm clock, which would tip a bed on end a t  the 
set hour and dump the sleeper out onto the floor. When he 
went to the U niversity of Wisconsin,  he earned a few dollars 
by sel l ing student sleepyheads his "early-rising machine." 

Another clock shaped l ike "the scythe of Father Time," 
the pendulum "a bunch of arrows symbolizing the flight of 
t ime,"  was the one that h i s father  reluctantly adm i red.  
Carved on the handle was a memento mori that f itted the 
rigid Calvi nist's bleak view of earthly concerns, the admoni
tion : "All Flesh I s  Grass." 

"These inven tions . . .  opened a l l  doors for me," Muir  
wrote fifty years l ater in  Story of My Boyhood and Youth. 
Assuredly, they did. Scot t i sh neighbors, fel low pioneers, 
persuaded John that h is inventions were l ike nothing else 
on ear t h . I f  he wou ld  take t h e m  to the S t a t e  Fa i r  i n  
Madison , t hese machines would attract attention and get 
him the job he coveted in a machine shop. 

John left home, "adrift on t l1 is  big sinny world," wi th the 
treasured gold sovereign his grandfather had given h im in 
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John Muir i n  Yosemite. I n  the background are 

Royal Arches and Washington Column. 

This photograph is thought to have been taken 

by one of the Carr family, 

Wisconsin friends of John Muir, ca. 1 908. 
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Ezra S. Carr, ca. 1 880. 
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Scotland, ten dol lars from the 
sale of a few bushels of grain he 
raised in  a back field, and from 
h is father not a penny, noth i ng 
but the dour advice, "Depend 
entirely on yourself." Later, Muir 
wrote, "I was naturally extremely 
shy and had been taught to have 
a poor opinion of myself, "  but 
t h at day he carr ied w i t h  h i m  
proof o f  h is gen ius: two extraor
dinary clocks and a small ther
mometer made from a piece of 
wa h board t h a t  was s e n s i t ive 
enough to register on a dial the 
body heat of a person approach
ing within four feet. 

R i d i n g  on t h e  cowcatc h e r  
platform o f  the local tra in ,  ex

ult ing in the wind that tangled h is red beard and almost 
blew the hair o ff his head, John went to the fai r. He set 
up h is machines in the Fine Arts Hal l ,  and soon the chi l
dren were l in ing up to try out the trick catapult ing bed 
with i ts h idden alarm clock. Adul ts, drawn by the creaking 
bed, the thumps and giggles of excited children, stayed to 
l isten to John Muir's spiel and to marvel at the invention 
and the inventor. 

Inventor John Muir was twenty-two years old, and naive. 
Of a photo (his first) taken around that age, he would com
ment, "I did look kind of innocen t. " H is  thick, i l l-fitting 
clothes were all too obviously homemade. He spoke with a 
broad brogue; his hands were rough and reddened; his gait 
was that of a farmer. H is beard was so u n kempt that  a 
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Jeanne C. Carr about 

the time she was 

Muir's confidante 

and mentor, 1 876. 
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friend teased him, "Burn it  off. " 
A wel l-muscled five foot ten ,  

he saw h imself as short, the runt 
of t h e  fa m i ly of  s i x-fo o t e r s .  
Oth e rs saw a stri k i ngly h and
some man.  Within a few years, 
British writer Therese Yelverton 
would m ake Muir  the hero of 
her novel Zanita, A Tale of Yose
mite ( 1 872) , describing h im i n  
th is way: " H i  open blue eye of 
honest questioning and glorious 
auburn hair m ight have stood as 
a portrait of the angel Raphael . "  

The Madison fair  judges, hav
ing no category forjohn'  inven
t ions ,  awarded h i m  a prize of 
$ 1 5.00, with the comment :  "The 
C o m m i t tee regard h i m  as a 
gen i u s  i n  the  best sense,  and 
th i n k  t h e  s tate  should  fee l  a 
pride in encouraging h i m . "  

Jeanne Carr, youthful wife o f  the U niversity o f  Wisconsin 
professor Ezra S. Carr, was the judge who uggested the 
special prize. Attractive, with haunting dark eyes and abun
dant tawny hair, a person of wisdom and understanding, 
she wa pas ionately devoted to the study of plants and 
w i l d  nature .  Jeanne  Carr arrived in M u i r ' l i fe at  the  
begi n n i ng of h i s  ven ture i n to the  world ,  when  he  most 
needed a trusted confidante and men tor. 

"Happy indeed they who have a friend to whom they can 
unmask the workings of their real l ife," he told her. The 

l ikelihood is that Muir wa the great love 
of Jeanne Carr's l ife and that he  loved 
her too, but we will never know for sure. 
In letters he called her "my Carr" and "my 
ain [own ] Jean ,"  and in old age he culled 
the correspondence ,  stri k ing out sen
tence and paragraphs, and left instruc
tions to destroy several of Carr's letters. 

Thril led with Madison and the univer
sity on the hi l l ,  Muir was determined to 
stay on,  "desperately hungry and thirsty 

.. 

President 

Theodore 

Roosevelt's party 

at the Grizzly 

Giant, Mariposa 

Big Tree Grove, 

1 903. Front 

center are 

Roosevelt and 

John Muir. 

Photograph by 

Joseph N. 

LeConte . 
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for knowledge and wi l l ing to endure anyth ing to get i t . "  He 
was told that with twen ty dollars a semester for tuition and 
expense , fift)' cen ts a week for his frugal meals of graham 
crackers and an occasional baked potato, he could be a stu
den t. Il is father sent h im ten dollars. 

Since he had only two month of schooling in America, 
Muir was put in the preparatory department. Soon it was ob,;
ous that h is intellectual training, if spotty, was wide-ranging. 

H is fo rmal  c h o o l i n g  began when he was t h ree ;  he  
recalled, my "mother hanging a l i ttle green bag with my  

first book in it around my neck . . .  and  i ts blowing back in  
the  seawincl l ike a flag ."  The small scholar already knew his 
leuers, taugh t by his proud, loving grandfather to read the 
shop signs on their daily strol ls. Gram mar school included 
i n tensive study and memorization of French , Lat in ,  and 
English l i terawre. The boy also had lessons assigned by h is 
father, reinforced by applications of the unsparing rod: "By 
the time I was eleven years of age I had about three fourths 
of the Old Testamenl and all of the lew by heart and by 
sore flesh . "  At home on the Wisconsin farm in momen ts 
sneaked from the relen tle s grind of work, he read Shakes-

Winter 1 9 9 3 

peare and the Romantic poets, 
Mi l ton's Paradise Lost, Sir Walter 
Scott's novels, Scottish explorer 
M un go Park,  a n d  H u m bold t .  
\N i t h i n  a few weeks, J o h n  was 
enro l led in  the fresh man class 
of " the  g lor iou U n iversi ty
next,  it seemed t o  me ,  to th 
Kingdom of Heaven."  

M
uir's dorm room 
became a labor
a t o r y  fo r h i  
scientific exper
i m e n ts and i n-

ventions .  Studen ts, professor , 
the jan i tor crowded in to exam
ine the desk that automatical ly 
pushed u p  book by a device 
l i ke a hand, t h rew them open,  
and c lutched them back clown 
when the prescribed minutes of 
s tudy were over. The Loafer's  
C h a i r  c o n cea led a spr ing  a t-

The only known 

picture of Daniel Muir, 

Sr., a painting done 

after his death 

by his daughter, 

Mary Muir Hand. 
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tached to a pistol with a blank cartridge that wem off wi th 
a Bang.' when the victim sat clown . An apparaws to register 
plan t growth stood on a sunny windowsi l l .  A needle th read
eel with another student's long hair, attached to the plan t ,  
recorded the growth of the stem hour by hour on a paper 
disk. Jeanne Carr especially was captivated by this magic, 
del icately enclosed in glass. The Carrs in vi ted the stuclen t
inventor to their home, where he spent  many evenings vis
it ing and reading in their large l ibrary. 

John Muir was popular. Even the studen t who shared his 
laboratory-cum-museum bedroom i n  1 862, who put  up 
wi th the jostl ing, chattering visi-
tors, the rasp of the saw, the l i t
ter of wood shavings, would not 
h ave traded roommates. Years 
l a te r, he p r a i s e d  M u i r, t h e  
"most ch eerfu l ,  happy-hearted 
man I ever knew." 

Since he did not take the usual 
course of studies, Muir  was l isted 
in the catalog among the "Irreg
u l a r  Gen t s . " H e  p i c ked a n cl 
chose , chemistry, mathematics, 
physics, Greek, Latin ,  geology, 
and botany. He though t botany 
"the most exciting thing in the 
form of even amusemen t ,  much 
more of s tudy, that I ever knew." 

Muir spent part of four years at 
the un iversi ty, but he d id  not  
gradu ate . H e  was  near ly  fi fty 
years old before he got a degree 

Photo of Anne Gilrye 

Muir taken at Portage, 

Wisconsin, 1 863. 
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John Muir's 

father 

reluctantly 

admired 

this clock, 

shaped like 

''the scythe of 

Father Time" 

with a pendulum 

of arrows. 

Diagram of a 

barometer. 
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(honorary) from the University of Wisconsin in 1 897 for h is 
labor in the conservation movement. 

Why did he drop out? He gave excu e such as lack of 
funds, waiting to see whether his name would be drawn in 
the draft for the Civil War ( i t  wasn ' t ) , and an urge to go 
back to Scot land. Possibly he had as yet no clear idea of 
how he could best use his "handful of hasty years. " 

Perhap , as Muir wrote when he 
was pa t h is th ree score and ten, 
he could scarcely admit  to himself 
that  he wan ted to spend his l i fe 
"on a glorious botanical and geo
logical excursion . . .  always happy 
and free,  poor and rich, without 
thought of a diploma or of mak
i n g  a n a m e ,  u rged on a n d  o n  
through endless, inspiring Godful 
beauty. " I n  any case, when he left 
the  un iversi ty he went  t ravel ing,  
oddjobbing his way th rough the 
northern Un ited States and up to 
Canada, making botan ical notes, 
col lect ing plants for an herbari
um.  He found e mployment  at a 
mi l l-factory in Ontario where he 
design ed a mach i n e  that  made 
rakes and broom handles in  half 
the Lime as before . The inven t ive 
m e c h a n i c  was d i ss a t i s fied  a n d  
fl o u n d e r i n g .  W h e n  t h e  m i l l  
burned to the ground i n  a howl
ing February bl izzard, Muir  was 
j o b l e s s  a n d  pe n n i l e s s .  W i t h  a 
prom issory note for his  wages in  
the pocket of his blue jeans over-
alls, Muir  headed for Indianapolis. 

M
uir's motto, "Never be dowy [down heart
ed] " was sorely tried among strangers in  
the unfamil iar c ity. " I  never before fel t  so 
utterly homeless, " he wrote to his sister Sarah 
in early May after his first working weeks in 

I n d ianapol i s .  ature was h i s  on ly  conso la t ion .  "I have 
found wild flowers for more than a month now. I gathered 
a handful about a mile and a half from town this morning 
before breakfast . When I first entered the woods and stood 
among the beautiful flowers and trees of God's own garden 
. . .  I could not help shedding tears ofjoy." 

And now, on that spring even ing in the Merri l l  fami ly  
home,  john Muir was meeting k indred souls .  Tow M iss 
Merri l l  read Professor Butler's letter: "If you walk the fields 
wi th [ Muir ] , you wil l  find that Solomon could not speak 
more wisely about plants. " 

Catharine Merri l l  was as deeply interested i n  plants as 
she was in the l i terature she had been teaching since she 
was a girl. She quickly gathered her adult friends and her 

Wi n Lcr  I 9 ! )  3 

nephews and n ieces of the Merri l l ,  Moores, Graydon, and 
Ketcham fami l ie  for a nature walk with Muir  as guide. 
Soon Muir was roped, will ingly, in to teaching Miss Merri l l 's 
Sunday school cia s for the chi ldren of workingmen . Out 
into the woods the chi ldren trooped to learn their lessons 
from "God's posies" and noble trees; on stormy Sundays 
they crowded in to ML0:'s rooming house bedroom to learn 

First portrait of Muir, 

taken at Madison, 1 863. 

e l e m e n t ary  c h e m i stry a n d  p lay 
wi th h is trick bed. 

To a friend, he wrote that one 
night he had a tan tal izing dream 
"about walking by a deep, pellu
cid stream that flowed through a 
hayfie ld .  Ringed by extravagant 
wildflowers, the hay waved in  the 
wind and h i fted co lors i n  t h e  
sun l igh t . "  H e  chafed; h e  was too 
m uch indoors. 

Six days a week he wa at  work 
in the factory. He said he l i ked 
"the earnest rush and roar and 
w h i r l . "  He took sa t i sfac t i o n  i n  
h i s  ta l e n t  for i n ven t i o n ,  in  the 
bosses' praise, in  the admiration 
a n d  warm c o m radesh i p  of h i s 
fel low workers. "I generally wh is
tle when I do my chores. 1 guess 
I am happy. " Yet he worried, "T 

was in great danger of becoming 
so successfu l  that  rny botan ica l  
and geographical  s tud ies  might  
be  i n terrupted . "  

In  the  fal l  of  1 866, 0 good and 
Smith commissioned Muir to do a 
time-and-motion study. In Decem
ber the newly designated efficiency 
expert, perhaps the first of hi kind 
in America, handed in his report, 

�����::\'�,",",";-������l·�-:�.�.��.,� :�>�� ,m co1n plete lvi Lh charts and graphs. 
"Gen t l e m e n , "  h e  began ,  " t h e  r\( IF!< LIBR.\RJF'l. COPWI(,JIT I<IKI 
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belt sy tem of your shop is in a bad 
condition and as bel ting is at once the nerves and sinews of 
factory l ife the greab1ess of the importance of having it kept 
in good order need scarce be urged. "  He sketched devices 
to adjust the belts to varying temperature and friction . 

H e  scolded hi bo ses for al lowing waste : " I t  seems pre
posterous to rne, Gen t lemen , that . . .  you cast your big 
greenbacks in  bundles to the moles and bats ! "  Rearrange 
stock for quicker, ea ier hand l ing. se d iscarded wood 
for fue l .  Profi ts could be increa eel "by the exercise of 
ha lf  the forecast of a harvest mouse . "  

J n  language that recalls the Ki ng James Bible he knew 
almost by heart, he summarized "the grand cen tral difficul
ty," lack of unity. " In . . .  good factories no man or machine 
worketh to i tsel f ." 
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Loafer's Chair. 

Muir drew this 

clock in his 
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The ten-hour clay wa inefficient, and he drew a chart to 
prove i t .  Product ion  dropped pre c i p i tously aft e r  five 
o'clock. "Lamp-lighted labor is not worth more than two
th irds day-light labor," an innovative idea in 1 866, and one 
that the factory owners m ight have thought foolish, consid
ering the need to compete wi th other firms. 

Osgood and Smith, however, realized their foreman sawyer's 
out tanding adm i n istrative 
ta lent .  They would usc h i s  
recommendations in the ex
tension of the factory; they 
might offer him a partnership. 

Then disaster su·uck. 
On 6 March 1 867,  work

ing late, Muir wa un lacing 
a belt, using a file to take 
out the s t i tches, when the 
fi le slipped and pierced his  
right eye on the edge of the 
c o r n e a .  " A ft e r  t h e  fi r s t  
s h o c k , "  h e  wro t e  la t er, " J  

closed m y  eye , a n d  when l 
l ifted the lid of the injured 
o n e  t h e  a q u e o u s  h u m o r  
dripped o n  m y  hand-the 
sigh l gradually failed and in 
a few min utes came perfect 
darkn ess. ' My righ t eye i s  
gone, '  I murmured, 'closed 
forever on a l l  God ' s  beau-
ty. ' . . .  Very soon by sym pathy John Muir at his 

the other eye became bl ind."  desk. The damage 

H i s  landlord's  fam i ly doctor t o  h i s  right eye 

is apparent. 
gave him l i t tle hope. For a long 
week, he lay i l l  in bed. "My clays were terrible beyond what 
I can te l l ,  and my n ights were if  possible more terrible. 
Frightful dreams exhausted and terrified me." 

On a scrap of paper, he wrote Jeanne Carr: "The sun
sh ine and the winds are working in  al l  the gardens of God, 
but. I-I am lost . . . .  I am shut  in darkness. " 

And t h e n , a m az i n g  grac e ,  " l i k e  a n  angel  of  l i g h t , "  
Catharine Merrill came t o  h is room with the special ist. Dr. 
Parvin "of large experience both here and in Europe" did 
a careful examinat ion and told his patient that, al though 
the iri was permanently i njured, the crystal l ine lens was 
untouched. John Muir would not be a blind man. 

All that month in  the darkened room,  he thought deeply 
about what he would do with the rest of his l ife. The con
flict m ust be resolved. He must now choose between the 
factory where his gen ius for invention would lead to world
ly, material success, and the risky al ternat ive, escape in to 
the wilderness, to fulfi l l  h is heart's desire. 

I n  his affliction, Muir was blessed with friends. Catharine 
Merri l l ,  mindful of h is love for chi ldren and the comfort 
t h e i r  presence would bri ng,  arranged for relays of h i s  
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Sunday school boy and her n ieces and nephews to read to 
h im .  He recognized each chi ld by the sound of the foot
steps outside h is door. As he slowly recovered h is sigh t,  the 
window blind was raised inch by inch.  He beguiled the chi l
dren with stories; they watched him whi ttle wooden toys. 

I n  April he wrote to Jeanne Carr that  he believed his  
sight was improvi ng, he had been "groping" among the 

flowers .  On 9 J u n e ,  t h e  
news was that h e  was leaving 
I n d ianapo l i s  for Madiso n  
the next clay "accompanied 
by Merri l l  Moores,  a l i t t le 
fri e n d  o f  m i n e . "  T h e y  
w o u l d  bota n ize fo r a few 
weeks on the way, "thankful 
t h a t  t h i s  a ffl i c t i o n  h a s  
drawn me t o  the sweet fields 
rather than from them . "  He 
had resigned from his  job: 
" I  b a d e  a d i e u  to  a l l  m y  
m e c h a n i ca l  i n ven t i o n s ,  
determined  t o  devote the 
rest of my l i fe to the tudy 
of the inventions of God."  

Jean n e  Carr m u st  h ave 
been rel ieved and h a p py. 
God "gave you the eye wi th
i n  t h e  eye , "  s h e  e n c o u r-
aged . "He  wi l l  surely pl ace 
you where your work i s . "  

At  the end of  August, Muir  brought Merrill Moores back 
to I ndianapoli . He said good-bye to his  friends, in the cer
tai n ty that they would not  forget each other, that  they 
would meet again .  

This  then was the turn-
ing point  of John Muir's 
l ife. The crisis that threat
e n e d  h i s  s igh t enab led 
h i m  to  see a t  last h i s  true 
d e s t i ny .  O n  S u n day, ] 
September 1 867 ,  b e  s e t  
fo rth fro m  Ind ianapolis 
on a thousand-m i le walk 
to t h e  G u l f  of M e x i c o .  
"J oyfu l a n d  fre e , "  h e  
would travel "in a general 
sou thward d i rec t ion  by 
the wi ldest, leafiest ,  and 
least  t rodden way. " l i e 
took out h is journal and 
wrote his name and h i s  
new address: 'john Muir, 
Earth-planet, Un iverse. "  

Throughout their J ives, 
M u i r  and h i s  I n d ian ap-

His landlord's 
family doctor gave 
him little hope. 
For a long week, 
he lay ill in bed. 
"My days were 
terrible beyond 
what I can tell, 
and my nights 
were if possible 
more terrible. 
Frightful dreams 
exhausted and 
terrified me." 
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olis friends kept in touch .  In  1 87 1  and 1 872 he was asking 
Catharine Merril l  to "Come to Yo emile ! "  After a year's rest 
in the mountains, she would return to her students "wi th 
fresh truth gathered & absorbed from pines & waters & 

deep singing winds. " 
The whole  summer  of 1 8 7 1 ,  Merri l l  Moores,  n ow a 

teenager, camped i n  the mounta ins  with Muir. H i s  aunt  
wrote ofte n :  "Yo u r  t i m e  
i n  t h e  Yo se m i te i s  v e r y  
prec ious .  Live i t .  Live i t .  
Live i t . "  

I n  1 8 8 0  K a t h a r i n e  
M e r r i l l  Graydon , Catha
ri ne  M e r ri l l ' s  n iece ,  re
newed acq uaintance with 
her old friend i n  a letter: 
"The  th ree c h i l dren you 
knew best . . .  who long 
ago in  the  dark  r o o m  
del igh ted to read t o  you 
and bring you flowers, are 
n ow m e n  a n d  wo m e n .  
Merri l l  i s  a young l awyer 
w i t h  a l l  sorts  of a s p i ra
t ions .  Janet i s  at  home, a 
young lady of leisure. Your 
' l i tt l e  fri e n d  Ka t i e '  is a 
teacher  i n  a fashionable 
boarding-school . "  

" M y  D e a r  F r a i l ,  We e ,  
Bash fu l  Lassie a n d  Dear  
Madam , "  Muir  answered, 
"The sweet blooming  un
d e r b r u s h  of boys a n d  
g i r l s-M oores,  M e r r i l l s ,  
Graydons,  etc .-was very 
refresh ing and pleasant to 
me a l l  my I nd i a n a  days, 
and now that you have al l  
grown up in to trees, strong and thrifty, waving your  out
reaching branches in God's Light, 1 am sure I shall love 
you all . . . .  I mean to come to you in a year or two, or any 
t ime soon, to see you in all your  new developments. " 

I
n 1 896 on his  way home from receiving an honorary 
degree at Harvard, Muir  stopped off in I ndianapolis 
to see h is friends. In 1 897 Catharine Merril l  traveled 
to Cal i fo r n i a  a n d  vis i ted w i th J o h n  M u i r  on h i s  
ranch. I n  July 1 900 he wrote a letter o f  consolation 

to M e r r i l l  M o ores 's mother, J u l i a Merr i l l  M oores,  on 
Catharine 's  death,  "had she l ived a thousand years she 
would still have been mourned. " In the last year of h is l i fe, 
M uir answered a letter from Mina, Catharine's younger sis
ter: 'Through al l  life's wanderings you have held a warm 
place in my heart, and I have never cea ed to thank God 
for giving me the blessed Merri l l  fami ly as l ifelong friends." 

4 6  

From h is set t ing forth from I nd ianapol is ,  a lmost  fifty 
years of abundant l ife were allotted to John Muir. He car
ried on as gleefu l ly as he began :  "On my first long walk 
from I ndiana to the Gulf of Mexico I carried a copy of 
Burns's poems and ang them all  the way. The whole coun
try and the people, beasts and birds, seemed to l ike them." 
Even tually, he  taugh t h is ch i ldren and grandch i ldren to 

President 
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John Muir at 

Glacier Point, 

1 903. From a 

stereograph by 

Underwood and 

Underwood, 

New York. 

s ing a long wi th  h i m  the 
old Scotch songs. 

On his walk to the Gulf, 
M u i r  h ad c l i m be d  t h e  
Cumberlands i n  Ten nes
see, "the first real moun
tains my foot  ever touched 
or eyes beheld . "  In 1 868 
he  strode across Cal ifor
n ia ' s  San Joaq u i n  Val ley 
t h rough golden fl owers 
toward h is fi rst s ight  of 
the S ierra Nevada. "The 
m i g h ty S i e r r a ,  m i le s  i n  
height,  and so gloriously 
colored and so radiant, i t  
seemed not  c lothed with 
l i g h t ,  b u t w h o l l y  c o m 
posed of i t ,  l i ke  t h e  wal l  
o f  some celestial c i ty. " He 
would be a skilled moun
taineer to the end of h i s  
days, traveling l ight in his 
nai led shoes, with a chunk 
of dry bread and a note
book t ied to h i s  be I t .  I n  
h i s v e s t  h e  m i g h t  h ave 
pocket l e n s  and pocket
knife, compass, measuring 
i n s t r u m e n ts ,  spectac l e s  
against the glare. "As long 
as I l iv e , "  h e  s a i d ,  " I ' l l  

hear waterfalls and birds and winds sing. I ' l l  
i n terpret the roc ks, learn the language of  
fl o o d ,  t o r m , and the ava l a n c h e .  I ' l l  
acquaint  myse lf with the glaciers and wild 
gardens, and get as near the heart of the 
world as I can . "  

By 1 87 1  h e  had discovered l iving glacier 
in  the Sierra and formulated h is then con
trovers ia l ,  n ow general ly  acknowl edged, 
theory of the glaciation of Yosemite Valley. 

I n  h i s  botan ica l  a n d  geologica l  s tud ies ,  'jo h n  of  t h e  
Mountains" was engaged in  h i s  useful l ife's work. 

H is career as a writer (of three h undred articles and ten 
m�or books) was launched in 1 874 with his "Studies in the 
Sierra . "  In Alaska in 1 879 he discovered Glacier Bay and 
Muir  Gla,ier. In  a series of articles in Century magazi ne 
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(associate edi tor, Roben nderwood johnson, graduate of 
Earlham College ) ,  Muir warned about the destruction of 
moun tain  meadows and forests by grazing sheep and cat
t le .  I n  1 890, m ai n ly due to the efforts of John son and 
M u i r, Yosem i te at ional  Park was created by an act of  
Congress. Muir was involved too in the creation of Sequoia, 
M o u n t  Ra i n i e r, P e t r i fi e d  
Forest ,  and  Grand Canyon 
national parks. 

I n  1 892  M u i r, J o h n s o n ,  
and their supporter found
ed the Sierra Club, an a oci
ation of c i t izens concerned 
about protecting the bound
aries of Yosem ite Park, and, 
M u i r  added ,  " to do some
thing for wildness and make 
t h e  m o u n ta i n s  g lad . "  Sam 
M e r r i l l  of  I n d i a n a p o l i  , a 
guest  a t  M u i r ' s  h o m e ,  
recal led that the very n ight 
the club was founded M u ir 
"rega led  t h e m  a l l  w i t h  an 
accou n t  of i t  at  the  supper 
table . . .  he was h i lar ious  
with  joy." Muir was president 
unti l  his death in 1 9 1 4. (One 
h u n d red years l a te r, t h e  
S i e r ra C l u b  h a s  6 2 5 , 000 
members, the Hoosier Chap
ter, 6,000 . )  

are known and esteemed by the people . "  I n  May 1 903, 
when Roosevelt came to the Yosemi te, Muir  actually bought 
a suit for the occasion , a yellow sui t, short in arm and leg. 

"I do not  want anyone w i t h  m e  but you , "  Roosevel t  
assured Muir, and they had a "bul ly" time sleeping out on 
beds of  fi r bran ches and ferns  warmed by a crack l ing  

bonfire of a tal l dead p ine .  
"God h a s  cared fo r t h ese  
trees . . .  but  he cannot save 
t h e m  fr o m  fo o l s , - o n  l y  

n c l e  S a m  c a n  d o  t h a t , "  
Muir told t he president. H i s  
persuasive campfire talk was 
a s t r o n g  i n fl u e n ce u p o n  
Rooseve l t ' s c reation o f  1 50 
nat ional  forests. 

John Muir never stopped. 
He worked, and played, en
th usiast ical ly un ti I pneumo
nia claimed hi l ife at the age 
of seven ty-s i x .  "The who le  
universe appears as  an i n fi
n i te storm of beauty," he had 
w r i t t e n  i n  t h e  u n fi n i s h e d  
m a n u s c r i p t  o f  h i s A l aska  
book that lay beside the bed 
i n  which he died on Ch rist
mas Eve, 1 9 1 4. 

In 1 880 John Muir married 
Louie Wanda Stre n tzel . For 

Photograph of 

"Longes t  i s  the  l i fe tha t  
contains the  largest amount 
of time-effacing enjoyment
o f  work  t h a t  i s  a s teady 
delight," John Muir believed. 
"Such a l ife may real ly com
prise an eternity upon earth . "  

the  next ten years Muir  ran 
his  father-in-law's fruit ranch 
in Martinez, Cal ifornia. Suc
cessful at ranching, as he had 
been in the factory, he made 
a small fortune for the fam i
ly, but he felt  penned in ,  rav-
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e n o u s  fo r t h e  m o u n ta i n s .  
Louie understood. When he 
was on a short camping trip, she told him to stay in  the 
mountains unti l  he was re ted and relaxed. "A ranch that . 
. . takes the sacrifice of a noble l ife . . .  ought to be flung 
away beyond all reach and power for harm."  

"You need to  be  your own self,"  she  wrote h i m  again .  
'There is nothing that has a right to be considered beside 
this except the welfare of our children . "  The children, the 
darl ings of their father's heart, were Wanda (born 1 881)  
and Helen ( 1 886) . 

Theodore Rooseve l t  read M u i r ' s Our National PaTks 
( 1 90 ] )  and had an aide write: " [The president] wants to 
know the facts . . .  from men l ike yourself who are not con
nected with the Governmen t service and at the same time 
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